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Angled for
Impact

Sometimes making the
best use of space means
taking some of it away.

Here’s a case in point.

hen Bill and Alice Bahren-

burg purchased their Johns
Island, Florida, home, its selling
points were a wonderful location
and nice floor plan. But the interiors
definitely needed some sprucing up.
The Bahrenburgs turned to local
designer Rod Mickley for ideas and
inspiration.

The house lacked architectural
details, so Rod started with heavy
crown molding and elaborate door
framing and base-
boards. New wooden
floors replaced exist-
ing carpeting.

The dining room
called for special at-
tention. Although it’s
slighter smaller than
before the remodel-
ing, its impact is sig- 7
nificantly larger. A
new angled wall fea-
tures built-in seating
for the dining room
table; the arrange-
ment provides an at-
tractive focal point in
a room that needed a new focus.

Directly off the living room, the
dining area is part of the main circu-
lation path through the house. Be-
cause the room would see a lot of
traffic, Rod decided to push the table
back out of the center of the room.
To make this concept work, he
added the angled wall with a niche.
Flanking pilasters and a bold sweep-
ing arch with a key at the top adorn
the opening.
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“The new arrangement allows
guests when seated to look out to the
living room with its nice views,”
says Rod. “As an architectural ele-
ment, the niche makes the room
much more interesting.”

And on a practical note, the new
wall offered a serendipitous solution
to another problem. The angle creat-
ed enough extra space for a rear
hallway closet to be expanded into a
walk-in pantry. Lynn Nesmith

Eight botanical prints add a
colorful composition within this
niche and complement the room s
wood finishes and neutral fabrics.

BANKING ON SUCCESS

Good food is paramount to a
memorable dinner, but comfort-
able seating ensures guests will
linger at the table over dessert
and coffee.

Rather than a simple bench,
Rod designed an upholstered,
spring sofa to insert into the
niche. “For dining, the seating
should be firmer, taller, and
slightly wider than a conven-
tional sofa,” says Rod. “It should
be designed to help your guests
*sit up straight’ at the table.”

To reduce the formality of the
mahogany dining room table,
Rod selected rattan-style arm-
chairs painted a warm shade of
taupe. Thick seat cushions are
upholstered in a muted plaid.
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